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Supplementary File 1. Qualitative themes with exemplar codes and description

Main Theme

Sub-Theme / Code

Description

1. Focus Areas

1.1 Medical Ethics

Developing ethical reasoning and decision-
making skills.

1.2 Cultural
Competency

Fostering cultural sensitivity and awareness
of health disparities.

1.3 Literature &
Narrative Medicine

Enhancing empathy and understanding of
patient experiences.

1.4 Compassion

Recognising and understanding the suffering
of others.

1.5 Bias in Healthcare

Addressing issues of equity, ethics, and
professionalism.

1.6 Physician Burnout

Exploring strategies for mitigating burnout.

2. Pedagogical
Structures

2.1 Pedagogical
Approaches

What are the instructional methods used?

2.2 Class Size

Predominantly small-group settings.

2.3 Curriculum

Strategies

Integration How content is integrated
2.4 Facilitator Roles and expertise of those teaching the
Background courses.
3.1 Assessment
3. Evaluation Methods Types of evaluation used.

3.2 Gaps in Assessment

Lack of standardised or suitable assessment
methods.

4. Challenges

4.1 Marginalisation in
Curriculum

Lack of space, time, and standardised focus.

4.2 Resource Intensity

Need for faculty training and/or recruitment.

4.3 Lack of Integration

Poor connection between the humanities and
biomedical sciences.




