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Supplementary Table 1. Summary of studies about tobacco use among Indigenous communities in India 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Communities and the geography 

studied 

Sample population and 

the time/duration of the 

study 

Tobacco use prevalence (overall, tobacco forms, gender) 

Study 

citation 

 

 

1 Soliga/Solega communities in BR 

hills and MM hills area of 

Chamarajanagar district, Karnataka 

335 (18 years or above) 

during 2018-2020 period 

Current tobacco use prevalence of 34.9%. Among current users, 

93.2% us smoking tobacco while 56.4% use smokeless tobacco. 

Among those using smoking tobacco, a majority (88.9%) use bidis 

with a very few using cigarettes. Among those using smokeless 

tobacco, a majority (87.9%) use plain tobacco with a very few using 

paan.  

1 

2 Koraga community in rural 

Mangalore, Karnataka 

726 adults (abstract 

published in 2017) 

Prevalence of current use of smoking tobacco (Men: 51.3%, 

Women: 4.9%) and chewing tobacco (Men: 5%, Women: 1%).  

2 

3 Tribal colonies of kalpetta block of 

Wayanad district, Kerala (including 

Kurichiya and Kuruma but also other 

tribes) 

14-70 years of age, in 

2015 

Prevalence of tobacco use 73.8%. Among those using tobacco, 82% 

used smokeless tobacco, 8% used smoking tobacco while 10% used 

both the forms.  

3 

4 Narikuravars (“gypsies”) community 

from Thiruchendur, Eral and 

Srivaikundam blocks of Thoothukudi 

district, Tamil Nadu 

128 adults in 2019  Prevalence of tobacco use 64.5%. Among those using tobacco, 

29.1% used smoking tobacco and 63.4% used smokeless tobacco 

while 7.5% used both. 71.2% of women and 53.6% of men reported 

using tobacco in some form.  

4 

5 Gonds community residing in 

Kundam block of Jabalapur district, 

Madhya Pradesh 

1936 individuals (6 years 

onward) in 2017 

Prevalence of tobacco use among children (aged 6-14 years) was 

15.4% and the overall prevalence (in sample population aged 6 

years and above) was 57.8%. 65.4% of men and 50% of women 

reported using tobacco in some form. Among those using tobacco, 

83.1% used smokeless tobacco and 15% used smoking form while 

2.4% used both forms. Women were exclusive users of smokeless 

tobacco. 
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6 Baiga community residing in Mandla 

block of Mandla district, Madhya 

Pradesh 

540 (10 years and 

above), the study was 

published in 2020 

Overall prevalence of tobacco use was 54.8%. Smokeless tobacco 

use was dominant: 66% of women used smokeless tobacco and 

57.7% of men used this form. Commonly used smokeless tobacco 

included Nas (often used for dental cleaning from very early age), 

Gudakhu and dry tobacco leaves.  

6 

7 Tribal communities residing in Car 

Nicobar district of the Nicobar 

Islands 

400 (12 years and 

above), the study 

published in 2021 

Overall prevalence of tobacco use was 88.25% (aged 12 years and 

above).(19) Among those who used tobacco, 83.5% used smokeless 

tobacco, 3.3% used smoking tobacco and 1.5% used both the forms. 

55.5% of women used tobacco while 32.7% of men used tobacco.   
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